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Synopsis

Spiders, bugs, moths, butterflies, beetles, bees, flies, dragonflies, grasshoppers, and many other
insects are detailed in more than 700 full-color photographs visually arranged by shape and color.
Descriptive text includes measurements, diagnostic details, and information on habitat, range,
feeding habits, sounds or songs, flight period, web construction, life cycle, behaviors, folklore, and
environmental impact. An illustrated key to the insect orders and detailed drawings of the parts of

insects, spiders, and butterflies supplement this extensive coverage.
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Customer Reviews

At the risk of repeating myself to readers who are searching for an insect field guide, | said in
another review:Consider the lucky birders. In North America there are less than 900 species of
birds. While some may be only 3 or four inches long, others are measured in feet. New birding
guides are issued every year. And while a few species, like the empidonax flycatchers may be
difficult to tell apart, all of the species are illustrated in most guides, and 90% are identifiable if the
birder gets a good look at them.Now consider the amateur entomologist. There are over 80,000
species of insects in North America. Most insects are relatively small. Telling the difference between
species may require examining the vein pattern in wings. The field guides to insects illustrate at
most 700 insects. No wonder there are more bird watchers than insect watchers. And no wonder

there hasn’'t been a major insect field guide published since 1981!A field guide to insects then



probably can’t help you identify most specific species. The authors feel they have done their job if
they can help you identify the family.Unfortunately most, including this Audubon Guide, may not
even do that.To test insect guides | took a series of photographs of each of three insects and then
tried to identify them with the help of the guides. They were pictures of a butterfly-like insect, a bee
and a fly. To find an insect in Audubon one first looks through an index of over 100 different insect
and spider silhouettes. Located next to the silhouettes are the pages in the guide where insects
resembling the silhouette are grouped. One can also use a thumb tab located on the page edge of

each set of plates to find the desired silhouette.
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